DEAN’S ADDRESS TO CLASS OF 2025

The New Law Class of 2025

Continuing students

Academic and administrative staff

Ladies and gentlemen

Good morning

On behalf of the University of Nairobi Faculty of Law community, I wish to extend a special welcome to  our new First Year Class of 2025.

 I congratulate each one of you on your admission to the University of Nairobi Faculty of Law, which is not a mean feat.  You are indeed a privileged group, made up of the brightest and best minds.  Do celebrate your achievement! Please also take a moment to reflect on where you have come from; who has helped you along the way; what sacrifices have been made to get you where you are. 
As the oldest law school in Kenya, we have since our establishment in 1970 maintained a rich tradition of scholarly excellence and are recognized among the best law schools in the continent.  Last year we celebrated our golden anniversary under the banner “UoN Law School@ 50” which gave us the opportunity to reflect on both our achievements, challenges and opportunities.   The icing on the cake was winning the prestigious CB Madan Prize which was awarded to our doctoral fellows.  However, we do not wish to rest on our laurels but to leverage on our strengths to push to even greater heights. Beyond 50, we aim to move the Faculty to the forefront of legal education in the global arena.
You join a community of luminaries who have walked these corridors, attended lectures in these halls, dined and slept in these hostels. Our illustrious alumni are spread throughout the globe and have made huge contributions to society in Kenya, the region and around the world, whether in legal practice, judiciary, public service, corporate sector, civil society, international organisations and academia. It is notable that the current Chief Justice, Attorney General and Speaker of the National Assembly, among other key personalities, are all our alumni.  One of the greatest satisfactions in my career as a law teacher is to meet my former students and find out where they are and what they are doing.   
Unlike in the 70s and 80s when everyone was a fresh school leaver, the law student of the 21st century cannot be neatly categorised.  There are some of you who are straight from school and for whom this is the first time to be away from home; yet others are already professionals in your fields – doctors, engineers, teachers; each of you brings something unique; this diversity of perspectives and experience serves to enrich our learning.  
I do not know the reasons why you chose to study law – perhaps to make money, self actualization, brilliant court room dramas and so on.  Whatever the reason, you made a good decision.   To paraphrase the famous song title: law is a many splendoured thing.  A law degree in Kenya and throughout the world opens many career copportunities and choices. While law is about maintaining established legal doctrines, it is also about pushing the frontiers of knowledge.  So while you learn the Latin phrases (de minimis; nemo dat quod non habet; res ipsa loquitor) which you will use to impress your friends, you will also be challenged to be innovative, to seek solutions outside the norm. The skills required for the 21st lawyer are not just about knowledge of legal principles.  We live in a dynamic environment, in the context of globalization, regionalization, technology, and the 4th Industrial Revolution.  In 2020, Fortune 500 identified the Top 10 Lawyering skills as follows: Creative problem solving, critical thinking; creativity, people management; coordinating with others; commercial awareness; emotional intelligence; judgment and decision making; service orientation, negotiation, and cognitive flexibility. While the Covid 19 pandemic has brought many challenges, it has also presented many opportunities for innovation.  
Above all, law is about justice; Like Atticus Finch in the novel To Kill a Mockingbird, make it your aim to pursue justice and fairness in the world wherever your path leads, to leave a positive mark wherever you step. As you all well know, there is an integrity deficit in this country.   Values and ethics are critical elements in the moulding of a lawyer. As Warren Buffet famously stated: “In looking to hire people, you look for three qualities: integrity, intelligence and energy.  If they don’t have the first, the other two will kill you.”  Getting to the top requires hard work, much reading and burning of the midnight oil, and making the right choices.  

At the Faculty of Law, we will work with you to realize your dream. We have a large team of law teachers trained in this University and in the best universities in the world who bring a wealth of knowledge, skills and experience.   Administrative and Support staff; ICT facilities are on hand to support you.  Our location in Nairobi, Mombasa and Kisumu has ensured enhanced access to legal education.  The adoption of technology in our teaching, learning and research has enabled continuity of learning during the pandemic through online and blended modes of learning.

We offer a rich student experience with many engagements beyond the classroom, and a wide variety of student clubs and activities including moots, debating, drama, sports; legal clinics, spiritual nurture, mentorship, law journals.  Our students have consistently excelled in moots and have won many international and regional competitions, including the All Africa, Jessup Moot, Stetson Moot Competitions. In 2020, the School of Law Drama Society emerged the winners in the National Drama and Film festival. Make the most of these opportunities - you may be the next Ferdinand Omanyala. 
. 
I encourage you to engage, to discourse, to dare, to dream, to discover your talents and gifts.

I wish you a smooth settling in and a great stay at the Faculty and look forward to seeing you bloom in the next four years.

Congratulations once again and welcome aboard!! 

